
Understanding and 

Avoiding Penalty Points



What are Penalty Points?

• Points deducted from a written report or 

pitch deck because the report/pitch 

deck did not follow the criteria 

established on the Penalty Point 

Checklist.



What is the Purpose of the 

Written/Prepared Event Checklist?

• In the DECA Guide

• Ensures fairness

• Maintains a level/equal 

playing field for all 

competitors

• Allows for consistent 

evaluation by judges



1. The Prepared Event Statement of Assurances 

and Academic Integrity must be signed and 

submitted with the entry. -15 points
• In the DECA Guide

• Must be signed by advisor 

and ALL participants

• Wet signatures (not just 

typed) must be used

• Separate file upload



2. Limited to the number of pages/slides 

specified in the guidelines, -5 points for 

each slide/page over limit

• 20 slide pitch deck max for EIP, ESB, 

IMCE, IMCP, IMCS, SMG

• 20 pages maximum (not including title 

page and table of contents) for BOR, 

BMOR, FOR, HTOR, SEOR, PMBS, 

PMCD, PMCA, PMCG, PMFL, PMSP, 

EBG, EFB, EIB, and IBP



3. All pages/slides are numbered in sequence 

starting with the executive summary and ending 

with the final page of the appendix. -5 points

• The Title Page and the 

Table of Contents should 

not be numbered

• The Executive Summary 

should be on page #1

• Ensure graphics don’t 

cover up the page 

numbers



4. The written entry/slide deck follows the 

event guidelines. -5 points

• Be sure to use the 

current year’s 

guidelines

• Each section should 

be addressed and 

titled

• Additional 

subsections are 

permitted



5. The written entry must be typed and use 

a page size of 8 ½ inches x 11 inches.  

Handwritten corrections, notes, charts, and 

graphs will be penalized. -5 points

• Even though your project will be submitted online, 

it must be on standard size paper of 8 ½ x 11

• No handwritten corrections will be allowed

• No handwritten notes will be allowed

• No handwritten charts or graphs will be allowed



5. The pitch deck must be typed and use a 16:9 

aspect ratio at 1920 pixels wide by 1080 pixels 

tall. Handwritten corrections, notes, charts and 

graphs will be penalized. -5 points

• Even though your pitch deck will be submitted 

online, it must be on 1920 pixels wide by 1090 

pixels tall (standard size for PowerPoint).

• No handwritten corrections will be allowed

• No handwritten notes will be allowed

• No handwritten charts or graphs will be allowed



Common Reasons Penalty Points 

are Assigned
• Not using the current year’s event guidelines

– Guidelines change from year to year

• All participants and/or advisor not signing the 

Prepared Event Statement of Assurances and 

Academic Integrity

• Leaving out sections in the body of the written 

entry/pitch deck

• Missing page/slide numbers or nonconsecutive 

numbering

• Over the limit of pages/slides
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